MARRIAGE & FAMILY

12th Edition
CHAPTER 1 Study Guide

 The Meaning of Marriage and the Family

I. Intro to Chapter

Most of us approach the topic of marriage and family with strong opinions, personal experiences, and ideas of what marriage ought to be.  This chapter explores discrepancies between our ideas about family and what social science tells us about marriage and family life.  It also looks at how marriage and family are defined by individuals and society and at the functions that marriages and families fulfill.

II. Personal experience, social controversy, and wishful thinking

We need to understand that our attitudes & beliefs may affect or distort our efforts to study family patterns & issues; 
1.personal experience;
2.our “version” of our own families;
3.no other family is exactly like one’s own family….influential factors include;
a.

b.

c.

d.

4. Underlying issues in the ongoing social controversy;
a.

b.

c.

d.

e.

III. What is family? What is marriage?

Almost three out of five adults in the United States is currently married.  How are contemporary families defined?

5. Marriage:

Marriage differs among cultures and has changed historically in our society.  There is considerable cultural variation in what societies identify as essential characteristics that define couples as married.  Some of these include:

GOOD TO KNOW;  Although many Americans believe that marriage is divinely instituted, Christianity only slowly became involved in weddings and was ambivalent about marriage.  The only marriages considered legal in the U.S. are those for which a government-issued license has been granted.  
6. Loving vs. Virginia;

7. Same sex marriage legislation;
8. Monogamy:

9. Polygamy:

10. Polygyny:

11. Polyandry:

12. Serial Monogamy or Modified Polygamy:

13. Contemporary Americans live in a society composed of many different kinds of families such as;  
14. The U.S. Census Bureau defines a family as:

15. A household:

16. Affiliated kin;
GOOD TO KNOW; Emotional closeness may be more important than biology or law in defining family!

17. Clan:

GOOD TO KNOW; A major reason for difficulty in defining family is that we tend to think that the “real” family is the nuclear family or the traditional family unit.

18. Nuclear family:

19. Traditional family:

GOOD TO KNOW: The traditional family is the nuclear family wrapped in nostalgia and inequality; it exists more in the imagination than it ever did in reality!

20. The expanded (diverse) definition of families;
IV. FUNCTIONS OF MARRIAGES AND FAMILIES 

21. The family generally performs four important functions:

a.

b.

c.

d.

22. Intimacy:

23.Family bonds, often our strongest, can be forged from;

24. Societal influence on family since the 19th century;

25. Economic cooperation & interdependence; 
26. The family makes society possible by;
27. Socialization;
28. The role of “others” in the dual-earner household:

29 .Family of Orientation/Family of Origin:

30. Family of Procreation:

31. Family of Cohabitation;

GOOD TO KNOW; 

32. The status we are given in society is largely acquired through our families through;
a.

b.

c.

33.Four advantages of living in families (according to Wm. Goode):

1.

2.

3.

4.

V. EXTENDED FAMILIES AND KINSHIP:
34. Extended family:

35. Multigenerational households:

36. Modified extended family:

37. Kinship system:

38. Conjugal relationships:

39. Consanguineous relationships:

40. Fictive consanguineous relationships:

41. The basic kinship system in the US:

42. “Network of care”:

43. Two sources of different viewpoints:

44. African American views toward same-sex marriage;

46.Early 20th century pessimism;

a.

b.

c.

d.

47. “Half full vs. Half empty;

 Ideological positions on the well-being of families;
48. Conservatives;

49. Liberals;

50. Centrists;

51. Accepters;
52. Rejecters;

53. Skeptics;

54. “Red vs. Blues”:

55.Constance Ahrons view on divorce;

56. David Popenoe’s contrasting view on divorce;
57. Elizabeth Marquardt’s view on “the children of divorce”:
VI. THE MAJOR THEMES OF THE TEXT
58. The family is a dynamic social institution that has undergone considerable change in its structure and function.  Compared with the past:

a.

b.

c.

d.

e.

f.

59. Families are diverse and have been so since colonial times:

a.

b.

c.

d.

60. Family experience is shaped institutions and forces outside of the family and by decisions individuals make within their families.  As such, the family is one of the core social institutions of society, along with:

a.

b.

c.

d.

e.

GOOD TO KNOW; Cultural influences in the wider society, such as the values and beliefs about what families are or should be like, and the norms (or social rules) that define acceptable from unacceptable behavior, guide how we choose to live in our relationships and our families.

61. Healthy families are essential to societal well-being and families need societal support.  The health and stability of our society depend in large part on strong and healthy families.  When families fail…..
CHAPTER 1 Marriage&Family12thEd
PAGE  
1

